6th Conference on Privacy and Public Access to Court Records

November 6-7, 2008

DRAFT Agenda
Thursday, November 6th

8:00 – 8:45
Registration and breakfast

8:30 - 8:45
Welcome and conference overview
Prof. Fred Lederer, Chancellor Professor of Law & Director, Center for Legal and     Court Technology 


Robert Deyling, Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts

8:45 - 10:15
Recent Developments in State Court Public Access and Privacy Policy Development


Moderator: 
Justice John Dooley, Vermont Supreme Court 


A discussion of the most interesting developments in state court public access policies including the tension between court policies and legislative action, the impact of state constitutional provisions on court access policies, redaction of criminal records, and the use of confidential coversheets. 

10:15 - 10:30 
Break  

10:30 - 12:00
Recent Developments in State Court Public Access Policy Implementation
Moderator:
Justice Paul Anderson, Minnesota Supreme Court



This panel will investigate state court progress in implementing policy decisions, with a special focus on what has worked and which policy choices have been more difficult to implement in practice.
12:00 – 1:15   
Lunch

12:15 – 12:45
[Optional] Tour of the Center for Legal and Court Technology's McGlothlin Courtroom

1:15 – 2:45
What is the Privacy Interest in Public Records?


Take a step back and look at the nature of privacy in 2008. What is the definition of privacy in court records given current technological and social realities? Panelists from industry and academia who have spent their careers describing “privacy” will examine changing realities in the definition of privacy an what it means today.
2:45 – 3:00
Break

3:00 – 4:00
Will Realtime Webstreaming of Court Proceedings Ever Become Common Court Practice? Trends and Lessons Learned So Far


Prof. Fred Lederer, Chancellor Professor of Law & Director, Center for Legal and Court Technology
4:00 – 5:15
Charging for Access to Court Records: Promise and Pitfalls


Moderator: 
Alan Carlson, Chief Executive Officer, Orange County Superior Courts
Court systems are increasingly turning to online records access as a means of revenue in times of pinched court budgets. This panel will discuss the risks and benefits of charging for access and the range of approaches at both the federal and state level to fee-fo- access systems.
6:45- 9:00 
(Optional) Wine Reception & Conference dinner at the historic Wren Building
Friday, November 7th 
 
8:00 - 8:45
Breakfast

8:45 - 10:00
International Perspective on Court Records Access 
Court record privacy and access issues and how they play out in other countries, including Canada, Spain, China, and Russia will be examined.
10:00 - 10:15
Break

10:15 – 11:45
Does it End Up on Google? Court Records, Search Engines, and Privacy

Moderator: 
Tom Clarke, VP, National Center for State Courts
 

Review technical privacy matters affecting courts, including topics such as Google-proofing court websites, auto-redaction, and risk assessment in the context of identity theft prevention. 

11:45 – 1:15 
Lunch
1:15 – 2:30
Private Justice and Court Records Access
The growing sense that the court system lacks confidentiality has driven many litigants to seek refuge in the private justice system. Mediation and arbitration, for example, offer litigants the ability to seal their dispute from public view. Should the rise of private justice affect our decision making about how open courts should be? Is there a risk that increased access to court records will drive litigants away? If so, what is the best course of action to prevent this?
2:30 – 3:00
Summary of conference proceedings and plans for follow-up
3

